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University of Florida, Gainesville, FL BA 07/2004
University of Miami, Coral Gables, FL MA 12/2008
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A. Personal Statement

My research focuses on understanding how environmental and climate-related disruptions affect human
health, healthcare access, and disease management, particularly among highly mobile populations. Trained as
a medical sociologist, | study how extreme weather events, displacement, and infrastructure instability shape
health outcomes across the life course, with a focus on chronic disease management, mental health, and
healthcare continuity.

My work also examines occupational health pathways through which environmental exposures—such as heat,
flooding, and disaster response—affect physical and mental health among mobile and frontline workers. | have
led and collaborated on interdisciplinary projects examining the health impacts of natural disasters in coastal
and climate-exposed settings, including work on HIV care continuity, cancer survivorship, and community
health system resilience. My research integrates social and environmental determinants of health using mixed
methods, social network analysis, and community-engaged approaches to inform strategies that protect human
health in climate-exposed and marine-influenced regions.

B. Positions, Scientific Appointments, and Honors

Positions and Employment

2025-Present Assistant Professor, School of Nursing and Health Studies, University of Miami
2022-2024 Post-Doctoral Fellow (T32), Culturally focused HIV Advancements through the Next
Generation of Equity (CHANGE) Training Program

University of Miami, Department of Public Health Sciences and Department of Psychology, and the Center for
HIV and Research in Mental Health (CHARM), Miami, FL

2022- Research Fellow (R25), Clinical and Community Training Program in HIV Disparities
Brown University, School of Public Health

2019- Instructor Quantitative Research Methods, University of Miami, Department of Sociology,
Miami, FL

2020-2019 Instructor, Introduction to Sociology, University of Miami, Department of Sociology, Miami,

FL



2016-2017 Teaching Assistant for Introduction to Sociology, Medical Sociology, and U.S. Health
Disparities, University of Miami, Department of Sociology, Miami, FL

2012-2016 Master of Public Health Capstone Program Manager, University of Miami, Department of
Public Health Sciences, Miami, FL

Other Experience and Professional Memberships

2022- National Hispanic Science Network

2020-2021 University of Miami, Programming Subcommittee Member, Standing Committee on
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion

2019- Interdisciplinary Association for Population Health Science

2020-2021 American Public Health Association

2018- International Sociological Association

2019- Sociologist for Women in Society

2019-2020 Latin American Studies Association

2016- Sub-committee chair of Community Research, Society for the Study of Social Problems
2018-2019 Southern Sociological Society

2016-2019 Society for the Study of Symbolic Interaction

2016-2020 Association for Black Sociologist

2015- American Sociological Association

C. Contributions to Science

1. Socio-Environmental Determinants of HIV and Cancer Outcomes

My research has focused on health disparities among highly mobile communities in the areas of global

health, the HIV care continuum research, and cancer screening and risk factors. My previous cancer

research used community-based participatory research to develop community health worker (CHW)
training and outreach materials on the early detection of breast cancer in the farmworker community. My

HIV research examines multiple forms of displacement and how displacement (gentrification, forced and

labor migration, natural disaster-based displacement, and others) impact people living with HIV and HIV

healthcare services and access namely early detection of breast cancer. My research demonstrates how
social and structural factors drive conditions that create displacement and elucidates the healthcare access
issues faced by mobile communities.
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i. Casanova, F. O., Hamblett, A., Brinkley-Rubinstein, L., & Nowotny, K. (2021). Epidemiology of
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2. Qualitative and Community-Based Participatory Research

Another area of my research employs team science to develop and implement CBPR, CHW led

interventions, and mixed method approaches to address multilevel health differences. | have published

several manuscripts and book chapters on CBPR where | have collaborated with local community
organizations to create meaningful partnerships and involvement for culturally appropriate research design,
implementation, management, and dissemination. | have led research that consisted of qualitative and
mixed methods designs and analysis, generally in the areas of women’s health, minority stress, social
vulnerability, health outreach workers, structural racism, and immigrant illness experience.
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